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I. 
Hospital Report. . 
Tur following, among other cases, 
have been admitted into the Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital within a 


few days.* 
March, 1829. 


Catharine B., et. 51, widow.— 
This patient noticed darting pains 
in right breast last May for the 
- first time. Were not constant,— 
particularly felt after handling or 
disturbing the breast. She could 
discover no tumor or unnatural 
hardness in the organ. Latter 
part of summer, began to swell. 
Skin became red, and sometimes 
slightly livid. About five weeks 
ago, began to grow hard through- 
out the whole gland,—skin more 
livid; pains more frequent. Now 
enlarged, scirrhous ; nipple some- 
what drawn in; painful, particu- 


tled. 
She has had ten children, the 
last about six years ago ; has al- 
ways enjoyed most perfect health, 
and is very large and fat. 

The tumor is large ; not dis- 
tinctly circumscribed ; irregular 


* The records of these cases are made 
by William Parker, A.B., one of the house 
physicians; and the additional observa- 
tions and remarks by the attending sur- 
geon of the Hospital, Dr. Warren. 


larly after examination; skin mot-. 
d 


in feeling ; not discolored ; not so 
hard as many tumors in this part. 
The glands in the axilla are rot 
swelled. The patient’s breath is 
not good ; she has particularly a 
shortness or constraint in respira- 
tion; want of appetite, and in- 
creased frequency of pulse. 

At first view, this case might 
be taken for a cancerous disease. 
It however differs from this af- 
fection in the want of hardness 
and regularity in the tumor ; 
in the character of the pain, 
which is aching, rather than burn- 
ing ; also in the excessive tender- — 
ness of the swelling on its being 
handled. 

These circumstances, together 
with the bad state of general 
health, led Dr. Warren to decide 
against an operation, and he re- 
ferred her to the charge of the 
attending physician of the Hos- 
pital. 


C. M., xt. 15, Boston.—En- 
largement of glands of neck. This 
patient says, has always noticed 
a small tumor under the right an- 
gle of jaw, and that it has temain- — 
ed perfectly stationary, without 
pain or inconvenience. About 
two months since, was unwell; 
had no appetite ; felt a general 
languor and diminution of strength. 
Soon after this, the small tumor 
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was found to be increasing. Took 
medicine, by which the mouth 


made sore; made some ex- 


ternal applications, all to no ad- 
vantage. The swelling went on 
rapidly, though not attended with 
much pain. About three weeks 
ago, first began to feel sore in the 
right tonsil, and impeded degluti- 
tion. This has now increased to 
the size of a shagbark; is actually 
very troublesome ; hard ; not very 
tender. Tonsil red, but not as if 
about to suppurate ; has greatly 
diminished the isthmus fascium. 
Quite deaf in his right ear; has 
had a blister applied behind the 
ear. | 

His general health has ever 
‘been delicate ; more deranged in 
spring for some years past. Coun- 
tenance florid; skin fair; eyes 
blue ; pupil dilates largely. Says 


his family have never been trou- 
bled with glandular swellings. 
_ «This is not the common glandu- 


Jar swelling of the neck. It has 
about the size of an egg, though 


irregular in form, from the num- 


ber of lymphatic glands affected. 
From the common glandular swell- 
ing it differs in its duration; its 
hardness ; its connection with 


the tonsil ; in its painfulness, and 


disposition to affect the whole 
body. 

The patient having been first 
relieved by a saline purgative, 
was ordered to take the muriatic 
acid in the following form :— 


R. Acidi Muriatici, 3i. 
Aque distillate, 3 viij. 
Conserv. Rose, Zi. M. et filtra. 


‘ Take half an ounce once in two 


Inhalation of the steam 
Gargle of decoc 
tion of chamomile. 
Three leeches to the external 
tumor, and afterwards a poultice 


hours. 
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of bread, water, and sea-weed, 
applied warm, every four hours. 
hen the inflammation of the 
tonsil is somewhat reduced, to 
take three grains of the Hydrio- 
date of Soda, three times a day, 
and the tepid sea-water bath. 


Swelling of the knee.—Mr. 


Garr, laborer, Boston, xt. 30. 
About 21 months since, patient 
slipped from a chair and came 
upon the inner condyle of the fe- 
mur. Felt no pain at the time, 
and was not lame after the acci- 
dent. He noticed nothing till 
about two months since, then felt 
a darting pain, extending upwards 
and downwards from the joint. 
This pain not constant. In a short 
time, noticed swelling between 
patella and inner condyle of fe- 
mur. A day or two after this, 
was obliged to work in water for 
some hours. Immediately after 
this, pain and swelling increased, 
and lameness ensued. He then- 
applied N. E. rum a few times 
with great relief; has done no- 
thing since. Swelling has increas- 
ed more at times, particularly af- 
ter an exposure and cold. At 
present, knee not very sore, but 
tender. Tibia and fibula natural; 
motion difficult ; whole joint about 
two inches larger than the natu- 
ral size. 

This patient is so lame as to be 
disqualified for pursuing the oc- 
cupation by which he has gained 
his living ; and though respectable 
in his character, was reduced to. 
a state of great poverty and pri- 
vation, till he fortunately met the 
eye of a humane gentleman, who 
advised him to the hospital and 
procured him a bed there. 

The enlargement of the knee 
is general, and for the most part 
hard. No texture seems to be 
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affected exclusively, but all par- 
take in the derangement; of 
course, the case will be difficult 
and slow of remedy. | 

The patient’s health being 
good, no internal remedies are 
advised at present. 

He is first to maintain perfect 


rest in the horizontal posture ; 


second, to have a tepid sea-water 
fomentation twice a day, followed 
by friction continued half an hour, 
at each time. 


_ Fungus Hematodes on right leg, 
outside, and eight inches below knee 
joint.—Mrs. D., et. 50. Little 
more than a year since, bruised 
the limb against the wheel of a 
waggon. The part was considera- 
bly discolored, and patient lame 
for three or four weeks. Often 
struck the part-when carrying a 
bucket, and thus kept up an irri- 
tation for a time in the part ; 
made no application, but as lame- 
ness subsided, thought all was 
well. About two months from 
the time she was hurt, while ac- 
cidentally passing the hand over 
the lég, perceived a tumor as 
large as au acorn. It was hard; 
not tender to touch; skin white 
and shining. Showed it to a phy- 
sician a few days after, who call- 
ed it a scrofulous wen, and pro- 
posed to remove jit, but patient 
would not consent. He made 
some application and left her. 
From this time it increased very 
fast, retaining the same aspect. 
Saw Dr. Kittredge. He ordered 
salt water bath, ointment, &c. 
This had no effect in retarding 
the growth, but in keeping it cool., 
Saw Dr. Whiting, of Haverhill. 


_ He ordered showering, otherwise 


perfect quiet to the part; but not- 
withstanding, continued to grow, 
retaining same external appear- 


ance. At this time she chanced 
to fall in with a quack, who at- 
tempted to produce suppuration. 
While under his treatment, and 
when as large as a goose egg, it 
changed its complexion; became 
very red and hot ; bloodvessels 
began to show themselves. This 
happened about five months since. 
From that time to this, has made 
several trivial applications. Be- 
gau to bleed about three weeks 
since, and has continued; it is now © 
as large as an infant’s head ; ofa 
sublivid appearance. Pains shoot 
from it to the groin and ankle, 
and, as she thinks, affect every 
part. 

General 

ood. i'd 

This interesting case was sent 
to the Hospital by Dr. Kirt- 
TREDGE, of Andover. This gen- 
tleman having detected the dau- 
gerous nature of the disease, in- 
formed the patient that unless re- 
moved speedily, it would prove 
fatal. He then wrote to Dr. 
Warren, stating the case and the 
destitute Condition of the patient, — 
and requested a free bed for her. 
This being immediately. obtained, 
the patient came to the Hospital 
on the 2d of March. 

The aspect of the tumor was 
truly formidable.* Its circumfe- 
rence about sixteen inches. The 
fungous protrusion through the 
skin, which had appeared within a 
few days only, had already attained 
the size of six inches in circam- 
ference. The color of the fungus 
was a dark red, intermixed with 
purple ; that of the tumor, still 
covered by the skin, was varie- 
gated with red, green, purple, 


health not very 


* A drawing has been made of this 
fungus. which we shall, perhaps, publish 
herealier. 
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blue, and white, richly intermix- 
ed. Whenever the dressings 
were removed, the fungus bled 


in copious manner, sometimes 


till the 
hausted. 

On the 5th of March, a meeting 
of the consulting physicians being 
called, Dr. Weusn and Dr. 
Watker attended; who, with 
the assistant surgeons, Dr. Rey- 
Notps and Dr. Or1s, proceeded 
to examine the tumor, and decid- 


patient was quite ex- 


* ed in favor of an immediate am- 


putation. 

The operation was directly 
performed by Dr. Warren, as 
follows:—The patient was placed 
on a firm table, of convenient 


~height; the pelvis brought as near 
“as possible to the edge, and the 
- patient’s arms and shoulders well 


supported by two assistants, to 
prevent her from slipping for- 
wards. The leg was firmly and 
carefully held by Mr. Parker, 
the house surgeon. The care of 
compressing the femoral artery 
in the groin was confided to Dr. 
Reynolds ; and that of supporting 
the integuments of the thigh and 
The ope- 
rator, standing on the right side 
of the patient, placed his left 


hand on the thigh, so that the. 


edge touched the patella ; then 


raising the hand to the line indi- 


cated by the superior edge of the 
hand, there he applied the knife, 
carrying it round the inside of the 
limb, and then with a sweep along 
the outside, so as to divide pre- 
cisely the skin all around. Next, 
setting the instrument on the mus- 
cles exactly below the retracted 


skin, he divided the muscles on 


the fore part, and with a second 


_ stroke, on the back part of the 


thigh. Drawing up the skin and 
muscles with the aid of the assist- 
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ant, the knife was carried through 


the remaining muscles to the bone. 
A retractor of linen was directly 


applied, and being taken by the. - 


assistant surgeon, was strongly 
drawn upwards, on the 
back of the limb. Finding a slight 
protrusion of muscle through the 
retractor about the bone, this was 
divided by a scalpel and the saw 
applied to the bone. This being 
supported by the left hand of the 
operator, was, bY short strokes, 
enteréd into the bone ; and being 
fixed, the strokes were lengthen- 
ed gradually and deliberately. 
Now, the assistant, slightly in- 
clining the leg upwards, caught | 
the saw, but immediately cor- 
recting the position, the sawing 
was completed. 

The retractor was then taken 
off and a tenaculum passed through | 
the coats of the femoral artery ; 
this vessel was drawn out and 
carefully tied with a silk ligature, 
one end of which was cut close 
tothe artery, the other brought 
out of the wound. Another arte- 
ry of some size was then tied. 
The pressure in the groin being 
removed, no other artery bled, 
excepting a small one in the sub- 
cutaneous cellular membrane, in 
which it was buried. This being 
drawn out, a small ligature was 
applied ; but immediately the pa- 
tient screamed violently. Per- 
ceiving there must be a small 
nervous filament included, the 
operator cut off this ligature, 
drew out the cellular membrane 
with a tenaculum, and from the 
midst of it separated the little 
artery by a forceps, and a ligature 
was again applied; but the patient 
cried outas before. Finding that 
the filament was very small, it 
was not thought expedient to re- 
peat the attempt to exclude it. 
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The ligature was drawn as tight 
as possible and the pain ceased. 
The artery had been so effect- 
ually compressed in the groin, 
that scarcely any arterial blood 
was lost. Finding, however, that 
the veins bled freely, a circular 
bandage was at once carried a 
few times round the stump, and 
this venous bleeding was stop- 


ed. 

' The patient was put to bed for 
three hours ; then the dressings 
were applied, of adhesive plaster 
and bandage, as usual. No he- 
morrhage followed. At the even- 
ing visit, the patient was free 
from pain and comfortable. 

The circular and the flap ope- 
ration of the thigh have been tried 
alternately at the Hospital for 
some time back. On a review 
of these operations, the prefer- 


ence is given to the circular for 


the following reasons :—First. 
The wound made in this mode is 
not so vast. Second. The he- 
morrhage is less. Third. The 
incisions are more regular and 
preniems than in the flap operation. 
ourth. The constitutional affec- 
tion, and, of course, the danger, 
is less, in the circular, than the 
flap operation. The last can be 
done quicker, and makes a good 
stump. These advantages do not 
overbalance.the objections. Whe- 
ther the operation is a minute and 
a half or four minutes in duration, 
is not so important, as that the 
atient’s safety should be ensured. 
hen the operation is, done as 
above described, all the incisions 
are smooth and exact; not the 
least irregularity of muscle ap- 
pears on the face of the stump ; 
and the covering of muscle, cel- 
lular membrane, and skin, is as 
perfect as possible. | 


Case in which the Tincture of Io- 
dine was externally used. 


Communicated to the Editors of the Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal. 


In your last number were publish- 


ed some extracts from a work, on 
the use of the Tincture of Iodine 
in diseases of the joints, &c. I 


had a case under treatment at the 


time I read the notice, which I 
thought might be benefited by Mr. 
Buchanan’s plan. The following 
is a brief account of the case and 
the effects of the Iodine. — 

T. R., aged about 14. Has for 
three or four years or more been 
annoyed with rheumatism. His 
family is rheumatic and gouty. 
Has had himself chronic rheuma- 
tism in many joints, the smaller 
as well as the larger. The knee 


was long afflicted in way. 


Great enlargement and stiffness, 
but not much pain, followed one 
of the attacks. Effusion took 
place, and an imperfect pus was 
at length discharged from a small 
and round opening. This was 
slow to heal. Similar trouble 
occurred to one toe, and the top 
of the foot of the same limb. 
The whole aspect of this boy was 
bad, and I was not a little sur- 


prised, as well as gratified, at his - 


progress to recovery. This was 
perfect. He had “been greatly 
emaciated, pale, and feeble, re- 
sembling most truly, in his whole 
appearance, the cases of scrofula, 
with imperfect nutrition, we so 
often meet with. He grew fleshy, 
with good complexion, and was as 
active and happy as any of his 
mates. 

Rheumatism attacked him again 
some months since. It pursued 
very much its own and its old 
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course. 


I saw him. I was called to see 
the father, laboring under acute 
rheumatism, when I was asked to 
look at the boy, Thomas. I have 
described the state of the elbow. 
His general health was better 
than common after an attack. 
All T recommended was friction, 
with daily attempts to move the 


Joint. Much was done by this 


course. The swelling slowly 
subsided, and the angle of the 
elbow, from 96 deg., became one 
of 45. At this time I saw the use 
of the Tincture of Iodine recom- 
mended, and though something had 
been gained after a pretty long 
trial of the above means, I deter- 
mined to try the Tincture of Io- 
dine, after the method of. Mr. 
Buchanan. It was tried three 
times, at intervals of about four- 


teen hou;s,—the strength of the 


tincture: veing one drachm of iodine 


to three ounces of rectified spirit, 


applied by means of a feather. 
Slight swelling followed the 

first application, more the second, 

and so much the third, as to ex- 


cite much alarm in the friends, 


and to give the limb a truly for- 
midable appearance. The whole 
arm was swollen, from the top of 
the shoulder to the hand, and part 
of this last. The skin was tight, 
at first glossy, and then covered 
with miliary vesicles. It was 
very hot, and itched and smarted. 


Any considerable motion of the — 
arm produced ruptere of these 


vesicles ; and especially when an 


attempt was made to bend the 


arm, a large discharge of wa- 
ter took place. It was most 


considerable from the inside of 
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It subsided at last, leav- 
ing his left elbow stiff, some swol- 
len, with the forearm bent ata 
right angle with the humerus. 
This had been long the case when 


the elbow joint. General irri- 
tation was manifested, by heat 
of surface, flush in face, thirst, 
dry tongue, &c. He was also 
costive. Means were at once 
used to diminish the local dis- 
ease, and to evacuate the bow- 
els. These consisted in solution 
of acetate of lead by day, poultice 
of same at night, and a saline ca- 
thartic draught. The second day 
the general symptoms had much 
yielded, and the swelling, &c. 
have since continued to decline. 

The immediate effects of the 
Iodine were more severe from 
this mode of using it, viz., tinc- 
ture applied by means of a fea- 
ther, than I have seen from any 
other use of the remedy. It was 
probably applied too often,—a 
day, at least, should intervene 
before it be repeated. But in 
this case, local symptoms appear- 
ed immediately, and the constitu- 
tional ones were considerable. 
There might have been something 
in the patient that aided in the 
production of the severe symptoms 
recorded. The case is given 
for caution. No such effects are 
mentioned by Mr. Buchanan. The 
limb should be carefully watched, 
and the remedy lessened or dis- 
continued when any local effects 
begin to manifest themselves. If 
any further circumstances of im- 
portance occur in this case, I will 
send.them to you for publication. 

Yours, &c., A. B. 
March, 1829. 


Bile 
Lectures on the Nervous System. 
Ir is generally known that Mr. 
Charles Bell has offered to the pub- 


lic many new views respecting the 
nervous system. These views are 
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founded on a vast number and va- 
riety of experiments, Mr. Bell the 
last year gave four Lectures on the 
nervous system to the London Col- 
lege of Surgeons, Abstracts of these 
have been published. _ The following 
is the Introductory Lecture on the 
subject. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,— 
You perceive by the preparations 
and drawings around me the sub- 
ject of the lecture. I have de- 
ferred to the very last my obser- 
. vations on the nervous system, and 
I would still defer them, if I 
thought I were prepared with ao- 
other subject as well suited to fix 
your attention. If I enter upon 
it unwillingly, it is not so much 
from the couduct of those who 
have opposed my particular views, 
as from the overpowering recol- 
lections of him from whom I have 
received the chief assistance, and 
who is in my mind associated with 
every step of this inquiry :—lost 
to my affections, and to the pro- 
fession, a painful blank is present- 
ed in performing this task. 

We enter upon a subject the 
most difficult of all anatomy. The 
nerves have been called the vital 
solids, as it is on them, in an es- 
pecial manner, that the chief en- 
dowments of life are bestowed. 
Through them, we are prepared 
to comprehend the phenomena of 
a living body, and are enabled to 
observe and arrange the symptoms 
- of disease : it is therefore by far 
the highest department of anato- 
my, and on that account well suit- 
ed to the audience which I have 
now the honor of addressing. 

The nerves themselves inform 
us of nothing : it is not yet deter- 
mined if they be sources of pow- 
er: but by observing their rela- 
tions, and their course through 


the different parts of the body, 
we arrive at the most curious and 
important conclusions. 

When the nerves are wiantals 
dissected, they present an extra- 
ordinary degree of i intricacy, which 
may excuse some in saying that 
the study of them can lead to no 
useful result. The discovery of 
new branches of nerves, or of new 
ganglions, have tended only to in- 
volve the subject in deeper ob- 
scurity, and to repel inquiry in the 
last fifty years. Diligeuce finds 
its reward in the enthusiasm that 
springs ‘out of it. There wasa 
pupil in Windmill Street, a Ger- 
man physician, who dissected the 
nerves with extraordinary perse- 
verance, so that when the body 
was lifted out of the spirits in 
which it was preserved, it pre- 
sented a complete tissue, or net- 
work of nerves all over it. Dif- 
ferent individuals form different 
anticipatious of their employ ment 
in a future life.. Painters have 
assigned us our places and occu- 
pation, surrounded with clouds 
and sun-beams but this gentle- 
man’s notious of the pleasures of 
a future state were, that he might 
prosecute these nerves to still 
greater minuteness, and know 
their origins and terminations. 


If you contemplate a body that 
has been thus preserved in spirits 
for three months, and dissected 
morning, noon, and night, the tis- 
sue of nerves which is displayed 
appears in inextricable confusion. 
It is difficult to conceive that 
there is design and system here : 
look even to this drawing, or to 
these preparations, and you see 
threads of nerves passing in all 
directions—some part of the body 
receiving One nerve, another two; 
some three, or even more: you 
sve little ganglions seated in dif- 
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ferent parts, as if it were by 
chance; and nerves diverging from 
them or seeming to terminate in 
them, and the whole is in apparent 
confusion. But when you dissect 
a second body, and perhaps a 
third ; and when your curiosity 
leads you to inquire whether a 
certain part is supplied with one, 
two, or three nerves in all the 
bodies, or whether the same little 
ganglion lodges in the same recess, 


and receives the same branches, 


in the first and in the second and 
the third, and you discover that 
the nerves correspond exactly in 
every body,—that there is nosuch 
thins as a nerve deviating, or be- 
ing wanting, unless through the 
harry or awkwardness of dissec- 
tion, you are constrained to be- 
heve that the confusion is in our 
heads, and that there must reign 
asymmetry and a systematic ar- 
rangement in the distribution of 
the nerves. Now the desire to 
find the clue to this labyrinth na- 
turally arises. The origin and 
distribution of each nerve must 
surely explain its function and 
use: therefore the relations of 
the nerves must be like a lan- 
guage : and how happy should we 

e to find a key that made the 
characters of this language intel- 
ligible ! : 

The history of this subject does 
not assist us much: one prevailing 
error has misled all who have 
entered upon it. From the time 
of Herophilus and Erasistratus, 
the ancient physicians had the 
notion that the brain presided 
over the animal system, by the 
mediation of the spinal marrow 
and the nerves which are produc- 
ed from it, and distributed to the 
body. From the time of Galen, 
they knew that by cutting or tying 
@ nerve, or in any way intercept- 
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ing the communication with the 
brain, the parts to which it be- 
longed were immediately depriv- 
ed of sense'and motion. hat 
Dr. Martin (in the Edinburgh Es- 
says) calls prettiest in- 
stance,”’ was their experiment of 
tying the arteries hy the side of 
the windpipe, and immediately 
striking the animal dumb. Ga- 
len, who labored at this matter 
more than any of his predecessors, 
proved that it was not tying the 
vessels, but the recurrent nerves; 
which, by depriving the glottis of 
power, destroyed the voice. ' 

The operators, in those days, 
appear. to have had that boldness 
which characterises ignorance. 
A scrofulous boy, falling into the 


hands of an ignorant surgeon, had 


a tumor extirpated from the neck, 
and the recurrent nerve at the 
same time cut, by which he lost 
half the strength of his voice ;— 
and it is added that he eseaped 
better than another boy, who, in 
a similar operation, had both the 
recurrents cut, and was left quite 
dumb. 
However, such were the oc- 
currences and experiments which 
confirmed the notion that all pow- — 
er emanated from the brain. The 
‘se of the same opinions 
as been a natural consequence 
of looking on the subject exactly 
in the same aspect. Every trea- 
tise begins formally with the enu- 
meration of the parts of the nerv- 
ous system ; as the brain, the spi- 


nal marrow, the nerves, &c. think- 


ing that, by such an enumeration, 
an exactness and precision must 
attend their method ; whereas, in 
fact, they have already entered 


-on a wrong path, and have takeag 
~an improper guide. 


On the other hand, a more ex- 
tensive survey of animated nature 
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should have informed them, long 
before the present age, that there 
are innumerable animals which 
have neither brain nor nerves, 
and yet have life, and sensibility, 
and motion. By such a contem- 

lation of the chain of beings, we 
earn that the matter which pos- 
sesses the endowment, and which 
is capable of being excited, and 
consequently of reaction, exists 
independently of the brain and 
nerves; and that this matter of 
nerve is diffused in the animal 
body. It would not be a just me- 
thod of investigating, to admit that 
the same phenomena were pro- 
duced by different’ organizations. 
If sensibility and motion belong to 
the nerves—if the matter of the 
nerves be appropriated for re- 
ceiving these endowments of life 
—wwe are not authorized, when 
the same phenomena are present- 
ed, to presume that these result 
from any other organization than 
that ofnerves. Therefore, if we 
see, in the lower creatures, that 
they.shrink from injury, it implies 
that they have nervous matter 
distributed in the body, although 
not in that form to be displayed 
by the knife of the anatomist. 
The matter of nerve is diffused, 
not bound up in cords. 

If the investigation were prose- 
cuted from this point, and by as- 
cending in the scale of animals, it 
_ would soon be made apparent that 
nervous threads were introduced 
to connect parts already in -pos- 
session of vital power; that organs 
_ are connected in sympathy through 
them, so as to constitute a circle 
of the economy ; and muscles are 
associated by them; so as to com- 
bine in action. 

But the subject has not been 
pursued inthis manner. Galen, 
as we have said, described mi- 


‘the blood ascending into the brain, 
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nutely the brain, the medulla spi- 
nalis, and the nerves proceeding 
from the brain. He taught that 
the will resides in the brain, as 
the origin of the nerves, and th 
the nerves are tubes carrying ani- 
mal spirits from the brain to the 
moving parts of the body. A lu- 
cid spirit, he says, may be seen 
flowing through them ; but some 
of the nerves are, in his opinion, 
not hollow, and the influence is 
propagated along these, by im- © 
pulse. The anatomy and the opi- ~ 
nions of Galen prevailed from the 
second to the sixteenth century, 
down to the time of Vesalius.— 
(The Professor, at this part, in- 
troduced a slight notice of Vesa- 
lius’s life and pursuits, as forming 
an wera in the progress of anato- 
my.)—Though, on many points, 
Vesalius resisted the authority of 
Galen, he adopted both his anato- 
my and his opinions of the nervous 
system, with little variation. With 
him, the vital spirits were formed 
from the blood in the brain, were ~ 
collected in the cavities, or ven- 
tricles, and there elaborated ;— 
thence he traced them into the 
spinal marrow and the roots of 
the nerves, and so over the body. 
These doctrines came down, with | 
no essential variation, till the time 
of Haller. Willis, indeed, gave 
us an arrangement of the system, 
adapted to the dissection of tie 
body, and he entertained many 
ingenious conjectures on the uses 
of the parts of the brain; but still 
that organ was, with him, the sole 
officina spirituum, providing a sub- 
tile spirit which distilled through 
the nerves; and the nerves had 
no other distinction than as. this 
spirit was liberally or sparingly 
supplied to them.. However mi- 
nutely he details the manner of 
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and the processes of distillation 
and, circulation of the spirits, it 


is, in all material circumstances, 


the hypothesis of the ancients. 
It has been said that it is singu- 
lar that the sagacity of the Greeks 
should have,'so long ago, suggest- 
ed the distinct functions of the 
nerves, and, in fact, have an- 
nounced the different uses of the 
nerves, which I shall make, in the 
course of these Lectures, a mat- 
ter of demonstration. But there 
is nothing distinctly stated further 
than what is proposed hypotheti- 
cally to account for common phe- 
nomena; for it was known to them, 
as to you, that a limb was some- 
times deprived of sensation and 
retained its motion, or enjoyed 
sensation and lost the power of 
There will be found in 


a great deal of discussion regard- 
ing the properties of the spirit— 
as for example, whether there 
was an animal or a vital spirit, or 
a sensorial. aud motor spirit ; but 
all hypothetically, and neither 
proceeding on anatomy nor on ex- 
periment. Nor did they, in re- 


ality, make any distinction of 


nerves further than the specula- 
tions of Galen—whether the hard 
nerves were for motion, and the 
soft ones for sensation, or whe- 
ther the nerves from the spinal 
marrow were best calculated for 
muscular nerves, and those from 
the brain for sensitive nerves. 
All these questions will be 
found touched on by Haller, where, 
in the end, he concludes, ‘* But I 
know not a nerve which has sen- 
sation without also producing mo- 
tion. The nerve which gives 


_. feeling to the finger, is that which 


amoves the muscles ; and the fifth 


nerve of the brain branches to the 


ing (22d). 


papille of the tongue, and also to 
the muscles.” 
(To be continued.) 


Tv. 


Tue following is an abstract, made— 
for this Journal, of some of the pa-- 
pers on the Uterus, which have been 
lately received from abroad. 

Several papers have recently ap- 
peared in the foreign journals on 
rupture, and other diseased states of 
the uterus. In the Med. Gazette for 
January 17th, Mr. Spark communi- 
catesa case of rupture from a fall. A 
distinct sensation was experienced at | 
the moment of the accident, of some 
“ tearing, and giving way on the in- 
side.” Pains came on four days af- 
ter the fall. During the intervening 
three days there was uneasiness, 
restlessness, irritability, indescribable 
feeling of weight and pressure in the 
abdomen ; no pain; slight sanguine- 
ous discharge from the vagina 3 pa- 
tient able to walk about, and attend 
to her ordinary domestic duties. A 
circumstance worthy of remark in 
this case was the continuance of 


pains after rupture; their increase 


afier examination, and exhibition of 
ergot, 


Slight uterine pains com- 
menced on the 19th, (four days 
after the fall,) and continued with 
variable force (all last night they 
were very strong) till this morn- 
I found her seated on 
the side of the bed, with her feet 
on the floor ; she looked pale and 
exhausted, her respiration was 
hurried and dificult, voice tre- 
mulous, surface of the body cold, 
pulse 190.. She has not felt the 


xg 
re 
3 
q 
¥ 
* 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


child sincé the accident, and has 
had no uterine pain for several 
hours. The abdomen is tense, 
and so exquisitely sore as to pre- 
clude the slightest attempt at 
external examination by pressure. 
On examining per vaginam, I 
found the os uteri much dilated 
and flabby within an inch of the 
external aperture, but could dis- 
cover no part of the fetus with 
the finger passed as far as _possi- 
ble into the uterus, though I could 
distinctly feel its head through the 
upper and posterior parietes of 
the vagina, which were bulging 
forwards. On introducing my 
hand into the uterus, I found that 
the legs and thighs of the child, 
with the placenta and cord, were 
its only contents, the whole of the 
body having passed into the abdo- 
men through a fissure in the right 
side of the uterus, the breech of 
the child occupying the aperture, 
but not so closely as to prevent 
my feeling the intestines with the 
point of the finger. The contrac- 
tile power of the uterus being 
again excited by the manual irri- 
tation, aided perhaps by a dose of 
_ the secale cornutum, and the ex- 
ternal parts in a very relaxed 
State, the delivery of a full-sized 
male child, in a state of putrefac- 


tion, was easily effected, by gen-: 


tly drawing down the feet; but 
the instant the child was extract- 
ed, the patient sunk into a most 
alarming state of collapse, from 
which she was difficulty roused 
by the application of pressure to 
the uterine region, hot flannels to 
all parts of the body, and the free 
administration of brandy with 
tinct. opii. The reaction, howe- 
ver, was of short continuance, 
for in five hours after delivery 
she died.” 


In the same number is another 
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paper, in which the writer states that 
he has known rupture to happen in 
six cases, all of which were fetal, 
and one only which recovered. In 
this, as well as in the above, the 
pains are stated to have continued 
after the rupture, and what is still 
more remarkable, the child was de- 
livered without manual aid through 
the natural passages. A slight rup- 
ture of the perineum took place. 
This patient had a child, two years 
after, without any untoward occur- 
rence, 


In the Lancet for Dec. 6th, 1828, 
in the records of the meetings of the 
London Medical Society, a case of 
rupture of the womb is related by 
Mr. Lord. The woman was preg- 
nant with her fifth child. The liqaor 
amnii was discharged when Mr. L. 
saw the patient; the vagina dilaied 
and well lubricated, but pains nich 
abated. Three doses of ergot were 
given, Pains were somewhat in- 
creased, The scalp was felt to be 
tense aud pully ; the vectis was tried. 
The head was believed to be hydro- 
cephalic, and perforation was at- 
tempted. The head receded, and 
the pains entirely ceasing, it was - 
thought a rupture had taken place. 
Another physician was called in; he 
found that the child had escaped in- 
to the cavity of the abdomen, and 
proposed the operation of gastroto- 
my. This was done; the patient 
expressed herself greatly relieved, 
passed a good night, but died on the 
following afternoon, On examina- 
tion after death, a rupture abundantly 
large for the escape of the foetus was 
discovered, The head of the foetus 
was immensely large. 
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“The discussion upon this case oc- 
cupied the Society three successive 


meetings, The questions more es- 


pecially agitated were, the agency, 
if aay, of the ergot in producing the 
rupture; and the practice which, 
under the circumstances preceding 
the rupture, ought to have been pur- 
sued. The following is from Dr. 
Hopkins, who performed the opera- 
Aioa of gastrotomy ; and whose opi- 
ions seem deserving of respect 


in this debate. 


‘¢ Dr. Hopkins objected to the 
notion of the ergot, alone, produc- 
ing the accident, though absent 
‘when this remedy was had re- 
course to. On examining the 
uterus after death, which, toge- 
ther with the foetus, he has now in 
his possession, he found it healthy, 
excepting near the laceration, 
through which the child passed ; 
but on that part, namely, the pos- 
terior surface, the organ appear- 
ed completely altered, and soft- 
ened initstexture. Judging from 
the morbid appearance of this 
part, he could not reconcile his 
Mahiags to the idea that the se- 
cale cornutum had been the sole 
means of causing the mischief ; 
but that the parturient efforts, 
unaided, would have been suffi- 


cient to produce the rupture. 


‘Indeed, he made a point of inquir- 
‘ing from the patient, and ascer- 
tained that she had felt a dull and 
-continued pain in one particular 


-part of the abdomen, the situation | 
' wof that part of the uterus found 


subsequently lacerated ; the pain 
had continued for three months 
without intermission. He con- 
ceived, therefore, from the post- 
mortem appearances, there could 
‘not be a question bat that it ori- 
-ginated from chronic inflammation. 
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The foetal head, again, being par- 
tially decomposed, the integu- 
ments must have given way, be- - 
fore the accident could have oe- 
curred, had the entire uterus 
been in a healthy condition.” 

The other question, of what ought 
to have been done, was variously an- 
swered. A considerable number, 
however, of the members thought 
that the head ought to have been 
opened. In reading the debate with 
tolerable attention only, it can hard- 
ly but occur to any one, that this 
‘opinion, if it had not its origin, got 
much support from the discoveries 
made as to the state of the foetal 
head after its removal from the mo- 
ther. It was then found to be im- 
mensely large, and was supposed, 
upon a moderate calculation, to con- 
tain a gallon of water. It is some- 


“what doubtfol, from what Mr. Lord 


states he noticed on careful exami- 
nation, per vaginaw, if any practi- 
tioner would have been justified in 
‘perforating when the ergot was given. 

The following is from the report 
of the third meeting on this case of 
Mr, L. 


‘¢ He was desirous, at once, of 
coming to the question, as to what 
were -the most advisable means 
to be pursued when such an un- 
toward event had taken place ? 
The practice which had been 
adopted by Dr. Hopkins, in the 
operation of gastrotomy, he con- 
sidered to be the only proper 
measure. Three modes of treat- 
ment present themselves for con- 
sideration, as Burns justly ob- 
serves, when the uterus is rup- 
tured daring gestation, and prior 
to delivery :—To leave the case 
to Nature, to deliver per vias na- 
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turales, or to perform gastrotomy. 
With respect to the first measure, 
he ‘would simply > remark, that 
there was no well-authenticated 
case of recovery, where the fe- 
tus was allowed to remain in the 
cavity of the abdomen, the woman 
being at the full period of gesta- 
tion. As regards the second 
means, delivery per vias naturales, 
he would only repeat the language 
of an eminent writer :—* To di- 
late the os uteri forcibly, and thus 
extract the child, is a proposition 
so rash and hazardous, that I know 
no one who would adopt it.” The 
operation of gastrotomy, then, was 
the most preferable measure, and 
although the experience on the 
subject was but limited, yet, look- 
ing to the results of the few cases 
in which the operation had been 
performed, we are fully borne 
out in its adoption. Since the 
last meeting, he had referred to 
the authorities on this subject, 
and he found that the first case 
recorded, is in the 3d volume of 
the Journal de Medicine for 1768: 
the woman here survived. Inthe 
Memoirs of the French Academy 
was an account of a case, in which 
the operation was twice perform- 
ed by Lambron, on the same fe- 
male, yet she did well ; and, last- 
ly, in the 2d volume of the Quar- 
terly Journal of Foreign Medi- 
cine, a saccessful case was relat- 
ed, on the authority of Bernard 
and Latouche. With respect to 
Dr. Ryan’s observations on Dr. 
Hopkins having operated at a time 
when there was much depression 
of vital power, he (Mr. Lambert) 
would say, that the prostration is 
a leading characteristic through- 
out of the rupture of any viscus ; 
that patients die in this condition, 
without any apparent effort at 
reaction ; and, consequently, that 


7 
any delay in opening the abdomen, 
and removing an oppressive cause, 
in his opinion, would have been 
culpable.” | 
In a French Journal, a case is re- 
ported of extra-uterine pregnancy, 
which was fatal in the fourth monih. 
This was one of those rare cases first 
reported by Mauideau, Schemit, and 
Albert, in which the foetus is deve- 
loped in the substance of .the womb 
itself, and hence termed interstitial 
extra-uterine pregnancy. The womb 
in this, as in other cases, in which 
the foetus does not reach its cavity, 
was found enlarged,—to have formed 
the membrana decidua,—and to have 
made in short all its usual prepara- 
tion for the reception of the ovum. 
A case is reported in one of the 
English Journals, in which a decoc- 
tion of ergot,in the proportion of 
four scruples of the powder to four 
ounces of water, boiled down to two, 
was exhibited with great benefit iu 
a case of abortion, at the sixth month, 
in which the cord broke off near the 
placenta. The placenta was retain- 
ed five days, and much irritation be- 


ing produced and no pains, the ergot 


was given, in doses of half an ounce 
of the above every half hour. The 
placenta, with a quantity of coagula, 
was expelled afier the third dose, by 
most powerful contractions of the, 
womb. The ergot used was twelve 
months old, 

In another communication on the 
Ergot, a number of cases are related 
illustrative of the speedy effect of 
this substance in lingering labors, 
The writer says he has met with but 
one case of stillborn child in nume- 
rous instances where he has used the 
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ergot. His dose varies from a scru- 
ple to half a drachm. In most he 
gives a scruple. 

A case is reported by F. Froggatt, 
surgeon, of violent flooding, in a pa- 
tient six months gone with child, in 
which he tried ergot without pro- 
ducing the least action in the womb. 
Slight pains preceded the flooding. 
He first gave Siss. in 3 ij, water ; 
afier ten minutes, the same quantity. 
Then from another portion of ergot 
he gave 3i. and 1 scruple in Ziss, 
water, repeating every quarter of an 


hoor. till three doses were taken. 


3 ss. was next procured from another 
source, and in a quarter of an hour 


from last dose, half of this was given ; 


and in ten minutes the other 3ij. 
No pain whatever was excited, but 
the hemorrhage was entirely check- 
ed, and she scemed, at time of re- 
port, to be in a fair way to go the 
full time. The only noticeable ef: 


fect was strangury ; and as no uterine 


action was produced by the above 
large quantities, Mr. F. occasionally 
gave a drachm of the powder, by 
way of experiment, and always found 
the same desire to void urine, and 
the same sort of strangury, as when 
full doses were given, 
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Description of the Smallpor, Vario- 
loid, Cowpox and Chickenpoz, il- 
lustrated by thirteen Engravings. 
By J. D. Fisuer, M.D, 

A quarto volume with this title has 

within a few days been published in 

this city, by Messrs, Wells & Lilly. 

It is truly a splendid specimen of 

printing. The paper is of the best 

quality, and the engravings admira- 


bly well executed. The accuracy 
of the drawings, or paintings, from 
which these were taken, may be 
gathered from the following account 
of eleven of them, in Dr. Fisher’s 
prospectus, 


“ The paintings, from which these 
eleven plates are to be engraved, and 
of which they are to be the exact 
copies, were made in Paris, in 
1825-6, at the time when the dis- 
eases which they are to represent 
prevailed epidemically in that city, 
They were executed by a French 
artist for,and under the immediate 
direction and personal observation 
of the author of the proposed publi- 
cation, and were all commenced and 
finished at the bed-side of the pa- 
tients from whom they were taken.” 


It was the purpose of Dr. F. to 
have completed his work by twelve 
plates,—a thirteenth, however, has 
been added, without any addition to 
the price. The letter press amounts 
to nearly eighty pages, and instead 
of mere explanations of the plates, 
Dr. F. has added descriptions of the 
disease in every instance. In this 
he has exceeded his original plan, 
still without adding to the price of 
his work. The first five plates con- 
tain representations of the progres- 
sive developement of the Distinct, 
the Confluent,and Inoculated Small- 
pox,—the next seven, of the Distinct, 
and Confluent Varioloid eruption,— 
that of the Chickenpoz, and the per- 
fect and imperfect Cowpor, The 
cases represented are not of the 
mildest or the severest forms of the 
diseases, Dr. F. has_ purposely 


made choice of cases of an interme- 
diate character and moderate severi- 
ty, from a belief that the delineations 
of such would be the best calculated 
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Ao convey to the unpractised observer 
the general character of the symp- 
toms. 

It will be perceived from examin- 
ing the plates, that the same identi- 
cal pustules are delineated in succes- 


sion, so that the progress which they ° 


make from period to period, and the 
changes they undergo, are exhibited 
and may be studied. This repre- 
sentation of the progressive develope- 
ment of the eruptions, constitutes the 
great value of the work. For, al- 
though the inexperienced practition- 
er might not be able to recognise 
the eruption at its early stage, by 
comparing it with the representations 
in the ‘plate, yet he cannot fail to 
distinguish its character in some part 
of its course, by studying the other 
parts in which the progressive deve- 
lopement of the eruption is delineated. 

In the text the author has given 
an explanation of the plates, and a 
particular description of the diseases 
which they are intended to illustrate, 
—and, lastly, in order to render the 
diagnosis as plain as possible, he has 
instituted a comparison between the 
symptoms and characters of the 
Smallpox and the Varioloid disease, 
—the Smallpox and the Chickenpox, 
—and the Cowpox and inoculated 
Smallpor. It is hardly necessary to 
add to the recommendations of a 
work which promises so much, and 
in which we cheerfully add, the au- 
thor has so well accomplished his 
task, that it is uique in its kind. It 
may seem strange, but it is no 
less true, that this is the first work 
in which the smallp:x and the vario- 
loid have been represented in colored 
plates, and in which the comparison 
of them with diseases to which they 
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are more or less nearly allied, has 
been so faithfully made. It should 
be in the hands of every practition- 
er; and it would be a very useful 
work in every vessel destined to a 
foreign port, as well as to every town. 


Method of arresting the Bleeding 
Srom Leech-bites. 


It is well known that sometimes, 
especially in very young children and 
persons of scorbutic habit, all the 
means recommended to check the 
hemorrhage from leech-bites, as cold 
water, flour, alum, caustics, and pres- 
sure, prove so entirely useless, that 
actual cautery and ligature must at 
last be resorted to. M. Ridalfo, of 
Leghorn, recommends a new method, 
which he has found as safe as it is 
simple. It consists in applying a 
cupping-glass to the wound, when a 
coaguluim is almost immediately form- 
ed, and the bleeding arrested. This 
effect is very quickly produced, and 
has been found to take piace even 
in children, and in persous where 
the mass of the blood appears to be 
in a state of dissolution, and without 
any tendency to coagulation, The 
instrument may safely be removed 
within a few minutes, but it is pru- 
dent to let the coagalam remain for 
some time, | 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOS- 


TON, 
Ending March 14, at noon. 
March 7. Sarah Gurney, 39 yrs. 
Mary Smith, 57 
Samuel Cass, 22 
Abigail Mangalls, 36 


Robert ‘Turner, 2 


8. George Shaw, 4w. 

9. John Boit, 56 yrs. 

10. Mary Sullivan, 14 mo. 

11. Mary Porter, 4 yrs. 
Elizabeth Leeds, 14 

14. Andrew Shea, 40 
Edward Perkins, 21 


Bilious fever, 2—-childbed, 1—-hooping 
cough, l—infantile, l—lung fever, 1--ossifi- 
cation of the heart, 1—rheumatic, 1—-typhous 
fever, 2—unknown, 2. Males, 6—females, 6. 
Stillborn, 3. Total, 15. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DENTAL SURGERY. | 


fi day received by Benjamin Per- 
kins & Co., No. 135, Washington 
Street—A SYSTEM OF DENTAL SUR- 
GERY. In three parts. 
, 1. Dental Surgery as a Science. 
2. Operative Dental Surgery. | 
3. Pharmacy connected with Dental 
By SHeipon Fitca, M.D., 
‘Surgeon Dentist. Denticum curam ha- 
beto ut bene digeras et diu vivas ; laxatis 
“dentibus laxantur et chylaceos officine ; 
hinc mille malorum occasiones.—Baglivi 
XIII. March 17, 
ep6w | 


MEDICAL WORK. 


Be yok published and for sale by Ben- 
jamin Perkins & Co.—THE FRENCH 
PRACTICE OF MEDICINE; being a 
translation of L. F. Begin’s treatise on 
Therapeutics ; with occasional notes and 
observations, illustrative of the treatment 
of diseases in the climate of North Ame- 
sica. By Xavier TESSIER. 
ep3w March ¥7. 


CASEY’S APPARATUS FOR THE 
CURE OF DISTORTED SPINE. 


HE Proprietor of the Dormant Ba- 
lance for the cure of Distorted 
Spine, gives notice, that he has establish- 
ed an agency in this city, for the conve- 
nience of those who may wish to avail 
themselves of this invention. Physicians 
having under their care the subjects of 
this disease, or patients themselves, may 
have an opportunity of inspecting the ap- 
_ paratus, and examining the testimonials 
of its efficacy, at Mr. Charles White's, 
corner of Winter Street. It is recom- 
mended, however, that all patients avail- 
ing themselves of this invention, should 
do it by the advice, and under the super- 
intendence, of their own physicians, as it 
is only by medical opinion that the pro- 
per subjects of the machine can be deter- 
mined, or the other proper measures to he 
made use of in conjunction with it, can 
be pointed out. The Proprietor express 
ly disclaims the idea that a cure is to be 
effected, in any case, by mechanical 


meansalone. This machine has received _ 


the approbation of many of the most emi- 
nent medical men in this city and New- 
York. Upon application to the agent, 
references.will be given, and written tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All letters, post-paid, addressed to J. 
Lincoln, No. 27, Fayette Street, will be 
attended to. 

Boston, Feb. 6, 1829. 


EUROPEAN LEECHES. 


ICHARD A. NEWELL, Druggist, 

91, Summer Street, has on hand a 

small lot of EUROPEAN LEECHES, in 

excellent order, and of very large size, 
which he will sell at a fair price. 

Leeches applied as usual, or 

sent to any part of the city. 4t. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


AVID & JOHN HENSHAW & Co. 

No. 33, India Street, near the head 

of Central Wherf, have for sale a very ex- 

tensive assortment of Surgical Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen wishing to purchase 

will find it to their advantage to call and 
examine them. Oct. 14. 


NATHAN JARVIS, 


Druggist and Apothecary, 


AS taken the Apothecaries’ Hall, 
No. 188, Washington Street (latel 

kept by Messrs. Wm. B. & Henry White.) 
His stock of Drugs and Medicines is com- 
plete and genuine. Physicians and oth- 
ers are assured that their orders, prescrip- 
tions, &c. will meet with prompt and 
strict personal attention. 


The old friends of this establishment 
are requested to continue their patronage. 


~ MANUAL FOR THE USE OF 
THE STETHOSCOPE. 


FE ge? published by Benjamin Perkins 

& Co.,—MANUAL FOR THE USE 
OF ‘THE STETHOSCOPE, being a short 
Treatise on investigating Diseases of the 
Chest. From the French of M. Collin, 
with an Introduction and Plates. Bya 
Fellow of the Mass. Med. Soc. 


The Stethoscope may also be obtained 
as above ia the most approved form. 
ep3w Jan, 20. 


Published weekly, by Joun Corton, at 184, Washington St. corner of Franklin St., to 
whom all communications must be addressed, postpaid.—Price three dollars per annum, if 
paid in advance, three dollars and a half if not paid within three months, and four dollars if 
aut paid within the year, The postage for this is the same as for other newspapers: 
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